
	

It’s In the Ears! 
Elephant Identification 

Each elephant is a unique individual, with physical traits that are 
easy to spot if you know what to look for! The ears, tusks, tails 
and heads of African elephants are among the ways you can 
identify an elephant. In this activity, you'll learn how to recognize 
individual elephants. Then you can practice with elephants at 
your favorite zoo! 
 
Driving Question:

Objectives: 
 

Background 

 
 

 



	

Elephant Identification: It’s In the Ears! 
Procedure: 

Extend the Activity 

SAMPLE ID CARD 

 Elephant ID Card 
Elephant’s Name  __________________________ 
(If known) 

Location ___________________ 
Date _____________ 

Observation Notes 



 Elepha n t ID  C a rd  
Elepha n t’s N a m e  __________________________ 

(If kn ow n ) 
L oc a tion  ___________________ 

D a te _____________ 
 

• Mark notches or tears on ears 
• Earlobe shape/size: 

 
• Describe tusks: 

 
• Describe tail: 

 
• Shape of head/body 
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